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South Africa detains tuna vessels over

slave labor
January 29, 2014, 5:05 pm

Undercurrent News (mailto:editorial@undercurrentnews.com)
South Africa is detaining ten tuna longliners for illegal fishing and holding slave labor,

denouncing appalling conditions tantamount to modern day slavery, reported South
African media.




FFA

The tuna on board had no catch documentation and was

probably caught illegally.
The crew were living in cramped, dirty conditions and
some had to sleep on the floor on old blankets or

bits of cardboard.

The kitchen area on one of the vessels is littered with debris

and dirty cooking materials.

The toilets were broken and filthy.

Some crew had been away from their countries for up

to five years and had not been paid in that time.

Crew said two vessels belonging to the same owners

had sunk at sea.

Two crew members had died at sea in unknown

circumstances.
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Modus Operandl

Evading justice PURPLE

Type of incident:

In the mornirg ot 29 December2013 the two fishing vessels BERKAT MENJALA No. 23 and SAMUDERA
PASIFIC No. 8 fled the Port of Cape Town, South Africa, in contravention of an arrest order issued by the
Western Cape High-Court-Tiic SAMUDERA PASIFIC No. 8 is the subject of a separate INTERPOL Purple
Notice. The vessels were two in.2-fcei o1 i Tishing vessels that wer African DAFF in

November 2013 on suspicion‘of fishing offences in contie oo ox lllegal fishing rulating high seas
fisheries. In addition, investigating oilicers 1i01d evidence that the vesser mas veen usea o 1sh illegally within

tha Caunth A fidann Dy olysive Economic Zone.

Human
trafficking? . 4at the fishers and crews or) board the fleet of vessels have not been paid for
raTticking: that they work and-live in substanddrd, unsafe and unhygienic conditions. A total of 75
fishers have been evacuated off the ten vessels.

Senior officers on board the BERKAT MENJALA No. 23 presented a forged vessel registration certificate
purportedly issued by Indonesia. Indonesian authorities have informed the South African DAFF that the
gocument is a fabiieation. The South African DAFF therefore has strong reasons to believe that the vessel is in
fact stateless and that/it now sails under a false name, IMO number and call sign.

Identity fraud



Vessel name Berkat Menjala No. 23 Status Active

/Berkat Menjala 23
Vessel type Fishing vessel Year built 1985
Current flag Indonesia Length overall 47,32 (50,5/50,82)1 m
Home port Bitung Deadweight 399
IMO number 8510271 Gross tonnage 587
Call sign YGIN Builder Niigata Shipbuilding &
National vessel CT 587 No 538/Pd (as per Repair, Niigata, Japan
registration no. picture)

Current owner and
operator

Panca Cahaya Teratai, PT

JI. Komp. City Resort Residence Blok D No.10 Cengkareng Timur, Jakarta Barat,

Indonesia

Current operator

Same as owner

Fishing licenses CCSBT< registration no. FV05442 (from 01.04.2010 to 31.03.2011)
IOTC? record no. I0TC008284 (from 21.11.2012 to 20.11.2013)
Fishing gear Tuna longliner/longline /drifting longline
Historical data
Month/Y ear Name Flag
Jan/2008 Berkat Menjala No. 23 Indonesia
Unknown Gold Light/Gold Light No. 23 Republic of Korea
Until 2005 Ocean Fresh Georgia
Until 2001 Kin Chuan Hsing No. 18 Equatorial Guinea
Until Aug 1997 Kin Chuan Hsing No. 18 Honduras
Until 1997 Eden No. 18 Japan
Until 1990 Konpira Maru No. 18 Japan
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Modus Operandi
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PURPLE

Request:

If presented in port, the South African DAFF kindly asks that:

the vessel is inspected;

the persons on board are arrested;

e evidence and witness statements are gathered and forwarded to NCB Pretoria; and
o the vessel is seized in furtherance of on-going investigations and legal action.

If found at sea, the South African DAFF kindly asks that:
e the South African DAFF is promptly notified via NCB Pretoria;
e if applicable, the right to board and visit a vessel on the high seas reasonably suspected to be a ship

without nationality in accordance with Article 110 of the Law of the Sea Convention is exercised in
accordance with international law;

law enforcement action is taken as deemed appropriate; and

if applicable, the persons on board the vessel are returned to Cape Town, South Affrica, to appear in
court.
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INTERPOL

Requesting Country: South Africa
Date of publication: 21 Jamuary 2014

Modus Operandi

Type of incident: Absconded stateless fishing vessel - Berkat Meajala No. 23

Date of incident: 29 December 2013
Location of incident: Poct of Cape Towa

Country: South Africa

Description of Modus Operandi:
‘The fishing vessel BERKAT MENJALA No. 23 is 2 suspected veicle of erime, used for the purpose of illegal
fishing and lsbour sbuse possibly amounting 10 human tafficking

The wessel is believed w be part of & fleet of vessels using the same names nd ideatifiers, aad frandulently
sharing the same fishing licenses. ikely to have changed its name, flag, IMO aumber andlor call
sign after leaving the Port of Cape Town, South Afica, on 29 December 2013.

The South Africsn Deparment of Agriculnure, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) has 10 suspect that
the vessel fled poet to avaid further investigation. It s possible that the vessel

Kouwn identifiers of the vessel aze provided in
inaccuracies, a5 the nerworks involved have made 3
the pienuses to ascentain & possible match

Kindly take note that the vessel is believed 1o pose
oa hoard and a pollution risk t the marine and coas

Confidential police

INTERPOL

Requesting; Country: Norway
Date of publication: 6 September 2013

Modus Operandi

Diclamer: The fellowing informaton. has been. grovided by the Noruegian Dissclorse of Fiherie lo the INTERPOL
National Central Buresu in Oslo, Narway. All iformation stated as current i helieved ta be trae st the time of pu

‘Type of incident: Illegal fishing activities

Date of last known incident: 13 Junc 2013

Loeation of incident: High Seas — areas regulated by RFMOs
Purpose of the notice:

Norway and the INTERPOL General Secretariat are secking mor infg

notice, the vessel shall herehy be referred to as Snake.

By determining the status and location of Snake, member counti
violations of their laws and tke appropriate enforcement meas
iflegally in their waters or ports, or under their national registration.

Description of Modus Operandi:

Smake has changed its name, national registration (“flag”) and other id
avaid the detection of prohibited fishing activitics'. By e cdly cf
and aperators of Snake demonsirate a wil
suspected of violating national lws and regulations, as well as
activities

! A mujority of Regional Fusheries Management Organisstions (RFMOs) main
stales a5 having engaged in Ulegal, Unreported and Unregulsted (1LU) fisking
By the REMO. Vesséls listed as IUL vessels (“blacklisted”) are known 10 hav
comtravention to REMO rul

# “Blacklisted” vessels are subject o restriclams asd sanctions impased by the
inclcs: prokisitng e blacklted vssel fon intractng uih 2 sate's o vesses deayiog it entcy 1 & Hate’s pori: or
demying ita o fish n state waters. In this msnme, blacklisting limits = vessel's zbility o eperste in = given sres

Confidential police informalion has been removed

us

INTERPOL

Reguesting Country: South Africa
Date of publieation: 21 January 2014

Modus Operandi

Type of incident: Absconded stateless fishing vessel — Samudera Pasific No. 8
Date of incident: 29 December 2013
Lueation of incident: Port of Cape Town

Country: South Africa

Description of Modus Operandi / Hiding Place:

“The fishing vesscl SAMUDERA PASIFIC No. 8isa sll!vwl:d \:Im:lc of crime, uscd for the purpose of 1llcgal
fishing and lsbour shuse possibly amouting 1o human traffick

The yesselis believed (o be part of  flct of vewsels using (he same names and idenifcn, and fraudulealy
sharing the sume fisking licenses. =
sign afler lcaving the Port of Cape:

The South African Department of A
the vessel flod port to avoid further i

Known identifiers of the vessel
maccuracics, as the networks myol
i pichcs o ssceriain s possbc

Kindly take note that the vesscl is
on bourd and a pollution risk ta

INTERPOL

Requesting country: New Zealand
Date of publication: 05 December 2013

Modus Operandi

All information stated as current is belicved to be true at the time of publication.

“The Governments of New Zealand, Australia, and Norway and the INTERPOL General Secretariat are secking
‘more information on the location and activitics of the fishing vessel that is now belicved to operate under the
name Thunder. Information is also sought on the individuals and networks that own, operate and profit from
essel. For the purpose of this notice the vessel shall hereby be referred to as Thunder.

. location and the individuals and companies involved in the operation of Thunder,
zble to investigate possible violations of their laws and tzke appropriate enforcement
sel attempt to operate illegally in their waters or ports, or under their national

" fname, national registration (“flag”) and other identifying characteristics several times
ohibited fishing activities. By repeatedly changing these characteristics, the owners
demonstrate 2 willingness to avoid “blacklisting™ and associated sanctions.” They arc
ional laws and regulations, as well as intemational conventions, and otherwise being
brics-related crimes.

der is unclear, as it has been scen to operate with several names and flags.

nt: 23 August 2013
Seas - inside RFMO CCAMLR regulatory arca 58.6 in the Southern Ocean

s Maragement Organizations (RFMOs) msintai ates a5
and Unreguiated (IUU) fishing activities in the area a"hxp s el T e REVO
ckiisted” vesse’s are known o have engaged in or supported fsking ontravention of

sels are subject to restrictions and senctions imposed by the member states of the RFMO. Such sanctions include:
;nvthh:ke the nlnkxu.:.! vessel from inleracting wilh 3 state’s own vessels; denying i eatry 10 3 stale’s poets: or denying it 3 Hoense.
to fish in statc waters. [n this manner, blackiisting limits a vessels abilty 1o operate in 2 given area.

Confidential police information has been removed

16




AFRICA

PROGRESS PANEL

. a
KOFl ANNAN MICHEL CAMDESSUS PETER EIGEN GRACA MACHEL

A

STRIVE MASIYIWA OLUSEGUN OBASANJO  INAH MOHOHLO ROBERT RUBIN TIDJANE THIAM

Illegal logging and fishing prolongs
poverty in Africa, says Kofi Annan

$17bn lost to loggers and $1.3bn to fishing fleets a year,
estimates Africa Progress report to launched by former UN chief

Support sustainable resource management:

e Establish IUU fishing as a “transnational crime,” as outlined in an initiative led by
Norway. This could bring IUU activities under the remit of INTERPOL, with police,
customs agencies and justice ministries playing a more active role in enforcement.
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How development organisations can
tackle the fisheries challenge

Clamp down on harmful industrial practices and support small-
scale fishers to prevent 'ocean-grabbing' and overfishing

Olivier De Schutter
Guardian Professional, Tuesday 27 November 2012 13.07 GMT

"A dual approach must be taken that not only clamps down on harmful industrial
practices, but also actively supports small-scale, artisanal fishers so that they do not

have to leave their fishing grounds."
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Eve de Coning: eco@nfd.dep.no

EXPERT FORUM

European Fisheries Development
Advisors Network (EFDAN) -
Annual Meeting 2014

21-22 May 2014 | Spreespeicher | Berlin




