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Individual effort quotas (IEQ)

Non-transferrable individual quotas

Individual transferrable quotas (ITQs)

Harvest control rules

Total allowable catch (TAC)

Management or recovery plans

The use of stocks management instruments has increased 
significantly since 2005

Less stocks managed with:More stocks managed with: 

%  of countries in the survey reporting change in number of stocks managed with:
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Direct transfers to fishers have declined by more than half since 2009 
in a number of countries

Source : OECD Fisheries Support Estimate (FSE) database (oe.cd/fse)
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Co-operation

Economic incentives

State responsabilities

Best policies and practices against IUU fishing are increasingly 
implemented

Source : Performance indicators of best policies and practices against IUU fishing database (under construction)

Performance index on best policies and practices against IUU, OECD average 



What mattered for fisheries reform?
Preliminary insights from an on-going OECD survey
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What triggered fisheries reform?
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Natural environmental hazard

Insufficient policy enforcement

Overcapacity

Declining profitability due to macro issues

Resource depletion, risk of stock collapse

Overfishing

Legal commitment

Initiative of  person in charge

Disatisfaction with fisheries management

Top-down

Socio-economic challenges

Socio-economic challenges

Risk / crisis

Risk / crisis

Key driver of future reform?

Change in paradigm?

Bottom-up

Percentage of surveyed reforms for which these issues were seen as key drivers of reform initiation



8
8Trade and Agriculture Directorate | Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) | www.oecd.org/tad | tad.contact@oecd.org 

Which contextual factors mattered for fisheries reforms?
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Electoral support for the Head of State

Nature of the political system

Majority in the Parliament

Political orientation of the Government

Government time in office

Favourable macro-economic context

Concentration of fisheries

Employment in fisheries at national level

Importance in diet

Important fish stocks overfished

Unemployment

Employment in fisheries at regional level

Decreasing profitability

Government reform mandate

Cultural matter

Good data for decision-making

Percentage of surveyed reforms for which the impact of these factors was seen as:

High/Exceptional Medium Low/Insignificant
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Which features of reform processes mattered for fisheries reform?

Percentage of surveyed reforms for which the impact of these factors was seen as:
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Ex-ante reform impact estimation

Appeal mechanisms

Ex-post reform impact evaluation

Fragmentation of decision-making

Reform debated between political parties

Communication on reform objectives

Transition support measures

Role of fishing region politicians

Diverging views among fisher groups

Lobbying from the civil society

Lobbying from the fisheries sector

Consultation led to consensus on design

Change in legislation necessary

Diagnosis of issues

Stakeholders consulted on the reform design

Entity in charge of reform adoption

Entity in charge of reform implementation

High/Exceptional Medium Low/Insignificant
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Access all of the fisheries & 

aquaculture information from 

the Trade & Agriculture 

Directorate at:

www.oecd.org/tad/fisheries

You can reach us via 

e-mail by sending your 

message to the following 

address:

tad.contact@oecd.org

We invite you to connect 

with us on Twitter by 

following:

@OECDagriculture

We look forward to hearing from you!

Contact us


